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SUBJECT: EARTHQUAKE SITUATION UPDATE - AUGUST 16 
REF: PEKING 1598 

1 . MFA LATE LAST NIGHT (AUGUST 15) TELEPHONED THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE 
TO DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS AND FOREIGN JOURNALISTS IN PEKING: BEGIN 
QUOTE: ACCORDING TO THE REPORT FROM THE STATE SEISMOLOGICAL 
BUREAU ON THE EARTHQUAKE IN TANGSHAN AND FENGNAN AREA, THE 
GENERAL TENDENCY IS THAT AFTERSHOCK ACTIVITIES ARE DIMINISHING. BUT 
THERE WILL BE UPS AND DOWNS IN THE PROCESS. THERE MAY BE FAIRLY 
STRONG AFTERSHOCKS. THE ABNORMAL PHENOMENA THAT EXISTED IN THE 
PEKING AREA IN THE LAST SEVERAL DAYS HAVE IN THE MAIN DISAPPEARED, 

AND NO STRONG EARTHQUAKES WILL OCCUR IN THE NEAR FUTURE. END QUOTE. 

2. BEGINNING EARLY MORNING AUGUST 16, LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE 
HAVE TAKEN DOWN THEIR SHELTERS LINING PEKING'S STREETS AND 
MOVED BACK INTO THEIR REGULAR QUARTERS. AS OF 1600 AUGUST 16, 

MAJOR AVENUES SUCH AS CHANG AN AND HSI TAN WERE ALMOST 
COMPLETELY CLEAR OF TEMPORARY STRUCTURES. SOME PARKS ARE 
STILL "TENT CITIES." 
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3. REPAIR OF DAMAGED BUILDINGS, WHHICH BEGAN LAST WEEK, IS 
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PROCEEDING APACE. IN MOST CASES PATCHWORK SEEMS TO BE ORDER 
OF THE DAY, RETAINING AS MUCH AS POSSIBLLE EXISTING STRUCTURES. 
MANY WALL SLOGANS EXPRESS THANKS TO THE PLA, WHICH HAS BEEN 
ASSISTING IN THIS WORK. 

4. THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICES BUREAU THIS MORNING 
INFORMALLY ADVISED FOREIGN MISSIONS THAT THEIR APARTMENTS ARE 
"USABLE." ELEVATORS IN MOST APARTMENT BUILDINGS HAVE RESUMED 
OPERATION, AND SOME FOREIGNERS HAVE BEGUN TO MOVE BACK INTO 
THEIR APARTMENTS. THE PEKING HOTEL IS STILL LARGELY EMPTY OF 
GUESTS, BUT THE DESK, IN RESPONSE TO AN INQUIRY, SAID THAT ALL 
FLOORS IN THE HOTEL WERE OPEN AGAIN FOR OCCUPANCY. THE UPPER 
FLOORS OF THE FRIENDSHIP STORE REMAIN CLOSED. THERE IS NO 
WORD IF OR WHEN THE CAPITAL HOSPITAL (WHICH HAS SHIFTED SERVICES 
FOR FOREIJRNERS TO THE AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION CENTER) OR THE 
HSINCHIAO HOTEL WILL REOPEN. 

5. A USLO REQUEST FOR A TRIP TO HSINKANG TO DRIVE BACK NEWLY 
ARRIVED AUTOMOBILES WAS TURNED DOWN, AS WAS A REQUEST 
FOR ORIENTATION TRAVEL TO THE NORTHEAST. 

6. INFORMATION AVAILABLE HERE ABOUT TREMORS AND/OR AN 
EARTHQUAKE DRILL IN CANTON IS SKETCHY AND OFTEN CONTRADICTORY. 
A JAPANESE DELEGATION THAT WAS TO HAVE GONE TO CHENGTU FOR 
THE INAUGURATION OF AN INDUSTRIAL FACILITY AUGUST 15 OR 16 WAS 
ASKED TO POSTPONE ITS TRIP OWING TO THE "POSSIBILITY" OF AN 
EARTHQUAKE. 
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